THE   CHILDREN   OF   ISRAEL               195

although I am by no means certain, that wiser counsels
have now prevailed.

Let us be honest with ourselves with regard to this
shocking error which we have committed, and admit that
we made contradictory promises to the Arabs and Jews
concerning Palestine,

Under the terms of a Covenant made between Sir
Henry McMahon and the Sherif Hussein of Mecca on
October 25th, 1915, the Arabs fought for us in Palestine,
believing that we would support the claim to an inde-
pendent Arab kingdom in that country.

But on November 2nd, 1917, we issued what is now
known as the Balfour Declaration, which was in the form
of a letter from the then Foreign Secretary ;

"FOREIGN OFFICE,

November 2nd, 1917.
" DEAR LORD ROTHSCHILD,

I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf
of His Majesty's Government, the following declaration of
sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been
submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet.

" * His Majesty's Government view with favour the estab-
lishment in Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish
people and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the
achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that
nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and
religious right of existing non-Jewish communities in
Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by the
Jews in any other country/

111 should be grateful if you would bring this declaration
to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.
" Yours sincerely,

" ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR."

The year 1917 was for us the darkest in the Great War.
The submarine campaign threatened us with the slow
starvation which we were applying to our enemies. There
was a deadlock on the Western Front. The French army